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The objective of this study is to present a 
profile of single African American females who have 
been identified as perpetrators in the incidence of 
child abuse. This study further illustrate the 
presence of the relationship between child abusive 
behavior of these identified perpetrators and three 
factors; age, employment status, and combined 
drug/alcohol usage. To achieve this objective, raw 
data was obtained from the Department of Human 
Services, Division of Adult and Children Protective 
Services initial investigation form numbered 440 that 
is located in the case record. The sample consists of 
one hundred and seventy nine single African American 
female perpetrators. These identified perpetrators 
were selected from substantiated cases of child abuse. 
These cases were randomly selected bimonthly for the 
years of 1989 and 1990. 
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The hypotheses presented in this study are as 
follows : 
1. There is no significant difference between the 
relationship of child abusive behavior of single 
African American females and age. 
2. There is no significant difference between the 
relationship of child abusive behavior of single 
African American females and employment status. 
3. There is no significant difference between the 
relationship of single African American females and drugs 
and alcohol usage. 
An analysis of variance of descriptive statistics 
design was utilized to determine if age, employment 
status, and combined drug and alcohol usage affects child 
abusive behavior of single African American females. The 
study provides research in a limited research area and 
makes recommendation for cultural sensitivity in social 
work practice with this identified group. 
The findings showed that the dominate type of abuse 
among this African American female population was 
neglect. The findings further showed that this neglect 
was perpetrated by unemployed women, ages 25-35, who 
were not substance abusers. 
2 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF SINGLE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN FEMALES IN WASHINGTON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
A THESIS 
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF ATLANTA UNIVERSITY 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR 
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 
BY 
EUNICE R. GUSTER 




I glorify the Almighty God for giving me the Will 
to complete this study. I dedicate this study to my 
parents, Irene and Clouszell Guster, as well as my 
oldest aunt, Edna Young, who have sacrificed themselves 
during the 1990 and 1991 school year, for their 
assistance with my three children, while I attain my 
educational goal. Likewise, I dedicate this study to 
my two sons, Adisa, age 7 and Diarria, age 2, and my 
daughter, Baraka, age 4, for their endurance of our 
separation while I pursue this challenging Master of 
Social Work Program. I give thanks to the staff at the 
Washington County Child Protective Service Office for 
their assistance with this study. In addition, I give 
thanks to Judge Roger Wasson, for his permission to 
obtain statistical data from child abuse records in 
this county. I especially thank Dr. Amos Ajo and Dr. 
Joanne Rhone for their patience and assistance with 
this study: a major task. I would like to acknowledge 
families in Washington County, Mississippi, who are at 
risk to the incidence of child abuse, and hope that 
this study will be used to address the seriousness of 
this issue. 
ii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  ii 
LIST OF TABLES  v 
CHAPTER 
I. INTRODUCTION  1 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE  4 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  10 
SIGNIFICANCE/PURPOSE OF THE STUDY ... 15 
II. LITERATURE REVIEW  18 
CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILD ABUSIVE 
BEHAVIORS  18 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS AND PERSONAL 
FACTORS: Self Esteem, Parent Abused As A 
Child And Age  20 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: Alcohol And Drug 
Abusers, Employment Status, Poverty, 
Poor Housing And Social Isolation .... 28 
MAJOR THEORETICAL ORIENTATION  41 
DEFINITION OF TERMS  46 
STATEMENT OF THE HYPOTHESES  50 
III. METHODOLOGY  51 
iii 
CHAPTER 
Research Design  51 
Sampling  51 
Data Collection Procedure  52 
Data Analysis  54 
IV. PRESENTATION OF RESULTS  55 
FREQUENCY ANALYSIS  56 
Hypotheses Results  62 
V. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION  65 
Limitation and Scope of Study  67 
Suggested Research Direction  68 
VI. IMPLICATION FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE ... 70 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  72 
APPENDIX . . .  77 
0 01 - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FORM 77 
002 - COURT ORDER 7 8 
iv 
LIST OF TABLES 
TABLE 
I CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR FREQUENCY RATES 57 
II CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR AGE FREQUENCY RATES . 61 
III CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
FREQUENCY RATES  62 
IV CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR DRUGS AND ALCOHOL 
FREQUENCY RATES  63 
V CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF SINGLE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN FEMALES AND AGE  65 
VI CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF SINGLE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN FEMALES AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS ... 65 
VII CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF SINGLE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN FEMALES AND COMBINED DRUG AND 





There appear to be a consensus in the literature 
that child abusive behavior by a parent and/or caretaker 
is another form of violence. Violence among family 
members is a multifaceted problem which is influenced by 
cultural norms, personal values, and stress factors. 
According to Barnett, E., Pittman, C., Ragan C. and 
Salus, M. (1980) violent incident in families are usually 
not isolated events; generally, family violence is 
intense, recurrent and will continue and possibly 
escalate unless there is some outside intervention. 
Barnett et al (1980) notes a variety of forms of violence 
can occur between family members; the primary forms are 
physical violence and emotional abuse. 
Physical violence includes any act or behavior that 
inflict bodily harm. Physical violence against another 
family may consist of kicking, hitting, shoving, choking, 
throwing objects, or use of a weapon. The severity of 
physical assaults may range from a slap across the face 
to homocide. 
Emotional abuse may include ridiculing or demeaning 
a family member, withholding affection or privileges, and 
blaming him or her for family problems. It frequently 
occurs in conjunction with physical violence, but it may 
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occur in isolation. Emotional abuse can be more damaging 
to the self esteem of the victim than acts of physical 
violence. 
Threatened violence is one form of emotional abuse; 
it includes; verbal expressions of intent to inflict 
bodily harm, whether or not the threats are carried out; 
wielding weapons; threatening gestures; injuring or 
killing family pets; and other intimidating verbal or non 
verbal behavior. Threats that are not carried out may 
result in severe emotional and psychological damage to 
threaten family member. This is especially true if there 
have been previous violent episodes which make the 
threats credible. In fact, apprehension and uncertainty 
regarding physical assault may sometimes be more damaging 
than the violent act itself. 
According to Cohen and Warren (1988) violence 
against children is one of the major concerns of the 
child welfare fields in the United States today. It is 
estimated that over 50% of maltreated children have 
serious developmental, psychological and medical 
problems, including disabilities, motor handicaps, and 
mental retardation (Winters Communication Inc., 1989). 
According to Baglow, L. (1990), child abusive 
behavior has a differential diagnosis. The author 
further suggest that abusive behavior has four 
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categories: physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse 
and neglect. 
Besharov, D. (1990) notes that the type of parental 
behavior and the degree or incidence of harm to the child 
that will justify state intervention in the family under 
child abuse statutes varies from state to state. Terms 
such as neglect, abuse, dependency, and abandonment are 
used frequently. In general however, abuse includes 
parental conduct that is Intentional or willful and 
results in actual or imminent threat or injury to a 
child. Neglect includes negligent parental conduct that 
contributes to the unsafe or unhealthy condition of a 
child, such as the failure to provide adequate food, 
clothing, shelter, medicine, supervision, or protection 
to the child. Dependency is distinguished from abuse or 
neglect in that it involves inability rather than willful 
or negligent failure to provide proper or adequately for 
a child. 
Heckler, M. (1980) notes that child abuse is like 
the curse of a Greek tragedy, it can pass from generation 
to generation and violence can beget violence. Likewise, 
the author suggest that many abusive parents are 
repeating the behavior they once suffered. 
In view of the above information, the researcher 
thinks its important to give some history on child abuse. 
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Throughout ages men and women have been destructive, 
abusive, neglectful and plain inadequate in rearing the 
young. (Leviton, D., 1975). Child abuse is a serious 
problem that is as old as history account. Over 
centuries, children have been killed, abandoned, 
neglected and chastised with cruelty. (Mead, J., Balch, 
G., Maggio et al, 1985). 
Likewise in the same literature, prior to the 
twentieth century, children were considered property of 
their parents. In ancient Rome, the norms of the society 
allowed a man to sell, abandon, or kill his child. 
During this period, a father had the right to sell his 
children into slavery; often the daughters were sold as 
prostitutes. 
In speaking of slavery and cruelty to children, the 
African American child as well as the parent were in 
slavery in America that began between the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries. During this slave era, African 
American mothers were forced by the slave owner to 
function as a single parent while the father was sold in 
the slave market. Neglectful and abusive behaviors were 
perpetuated by the slave holders and the slave mother had 
no parental rights. 
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According to Staples, R. (1973), the slave mother 
arrived on this continent in chains, with no ceremony to 
commemorate her role as a mother. Her role in producing 
children was only important in that it brought forth 
future slaves and capital for the slave holder. The 
author suggest that conditions for a positive mother- 
child relationship were notably absent under slavery. 
The author further states the following: 
"First, in bearing the child the 
slave mother had to undergo the 
ordeal of pregnancy and childbirth 
while performing hard labor in the 
fields. As soon as possible after 
childbirth, the mother was compelled 
to return to the fields, frequently 
taking her unweaned child with her. 
Since the slave mother was primarily 
a full-time laborer for her owner, 
and only incidentally a mother, she 
spent only a small portion of her 
time in the house. 
The slave mother's burden began in 
childbearing. Other slaveowners 
believed that slave women needed 
very little care during this period, 
which may partly account for the 
high rate of infant mortality. 
After bearing her child, the slave 
mother was unable to care for it 
because of her obligations as a 
worker. Thus the slave child, in 
contrast to his African counterpart 
had no protected childhood. 
The children of slave mothers had to 
bear with absence of their 
parent(s) . Lack of attention from 
his parents was not the only 
misfortune of a slave child. Often 
he was denied any childhood at all. 
Like his parents, he was pressed 
into service in the fields as early 
as age seven. By the time he 
reached puberty, he was taken away 
from his mother and sold on the 
auction block. Thus, while white 
children were enjoying the carefree 
times of adolescence, Black children 
were thrust into adulthood and the 
continuation of their involuntary 
servitude. 
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It was this practice of selling away 
their children that provoked the 
most courageous acts of black 
mothers. There were numerous cases 
of slave mothers killing their 
children to prevent their sale". 
Maltreatment of children have been justified for 
centuries by the belief that severe physical punishment 
was necessary either to maintain discipline, or to 
educate, or to please the gods or to expel evil spirits. 
(Heifer, R., 1975). 
Methods used in maltreatment of children have varied 
from severe whipping to mutilation, to infanticide, with 
various reasons for the actions. (Featherstone, M., 
1988) . 
In the same literature, it was suggested that 
urbanization and industrialization brought with it new 
methods of child abuse. Children supplied an endless 
supply of slave labor by working in factory systems, 
subjected to terrible inhumane treatment. Children from 
age five and older were worked sixteen hours, sometimes 
shackled with iron riveted to keep them from running. 
During this same period, children worked day and night as 
chimney sweeps, subjected to all kinds of brutality. The 
literature suggested that these children quickly 
deteriorated both mentally and physically. It was 
further suggested that while these abusive practices 
ended in the modern world, other forms of maltreatment 
(brutal assault, starvation and infanticide) continue to 
exit today. 
The Bible also cites justification for physical 
punishment of children. In the book of proverbs, Chapter 
13, Verse 24, it states "He that spareth his rod hateth 
his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes". 
In addition, the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 23, Verses 13 
and 14, states "withhold not correction from the child: 
for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 
"Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell". 
According to Kamerman and Kahn (1976) much of what 
we identify as child abuse has been accepted throughout 
history. Karmerman and Kahn (1976) point out that the 
first recorded instances of child abuse was documented in 
1871 when the state removed a child from a home in the 
United States and it was justified on grounds of cruelty 
to animal law. 
In this so called modern day, child abuse continue 
to be a major problem in the United States. According to 
Demchak, T. (1988), a study completed in 1985, reflected 
the number of reports of child abuse and neglect made to 
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authorities reached 1.9 million, an increased from 
150,000 in 1960. 
A study conducted in 1987, in Georgia, specifically 
in Fulton and Dekalb county suggested that there were 
10,262 substantiated cases of child abuse: neglect, 
emotional abuse, sexual abuse and physical abuse. Black 
children were represented by 45% of all confirmed cases. 
In that same study, 12,322 perpetrators of child abuse 
were identified and 34.4 of that total were identified as 
African American (Brown, D., 1989) . 
In Mississippi in 1989, approximately 13,000 cases 
were reported to the state protection service agency. 
(Mississippi Vital Statistics, 1989). Approximately 
700 of these cases were reported in Washington County, 
Mississippi. (Child Abuse Registrar, 1989). 
These statistics show some frightening statistics on 
child abusive behavior in the United States and the 
plight of our future, the children. In addition to the 
described misery, it is estimated that 2,000 children die 
annually in the United States from the circumstances of 
abuse and neglect. (Copan, Krell, et al, 1979). 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Child abusive behavior of single African American 
females is an escalating concern as African American 
children are represented in disproportionate numbers in 
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placement institutions. 
According to Armstrong, G., Bagley, L., Baldwin., C. 
et al (1991), prior to 1980, nearly 400,000 children were 
in out-of-home placements. It was further suggested that 
children and youth of color were disproportionate, two to 
one, in these institutions. 
Black children are more likely to come into foster 
care because of their family condition and the parents 
reactions to those conditions: younger motherhood, single 
parenthood and poverty. (Bush, 1988) . 
The literature suggests that there has been a marked 
shift in neglect and abuse from families with parents who 
married, to single mothers head of households. Forty to 
fifty percent of cases now seen involves single mothers. 
(Bensel, A., Arthur, L. et al 1986) . 
Bush, M. (1988) suggests that in 1980, nationwide, 
23.4 percent of all children aged seventeen or younger 
were living with one parent. Also, the author notes that 
the black community has the highest percentage of 
children living in single parent families. In addition, 
the author suggests that between 1970 and 1980, the 
number of black children growing up in fatherless 
families increased by 41 percent, and most of that growth 
occurred in families in which the mother had never been 
married. 
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Fine, M., Schwebel, A., Myers, L. et al (1985) 
suggested that children in single parent households who 
had no other adults in the home, were not doing as well 
as children of married parents or single parents, who had 
other adults living with them. 
According to Abrecht, Barsamian, Y., Beasley, W., et 
al (1986), abusing or neglecting families are more than 
twice as likely to be headed by a female, and four times 
more likely to be receiving welfare assistance. 
Darmstadt, G. (1990) notes some common 
characteristics among abusive and neglectful parents 
include a history of deprivation and neglect as children, 
social isolation, disturbed family relationships, a 
tendency toward violent behavior, low self esteem, 
emotional disturbance, inappropriate developmental 
expectation for children, poor education and ill health. 
Kunjufu, J. (1984), notes the epidemic issue with 
single parenthood is another factor in child abuse. The 
author suggests that forty percent (40%) of all families 
are headed by a woman and 62 percent of all black 
children are living in single parent families. The 
author further suggests that many of these mothers are 
isolated and lonely and express these feelings in two 
area: seeking opposite sex companionship and having 
another adult near to share the joys and pains of 
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parenting. Likewise, the author explains that often 
times these single parents feels guilty when they possess 
these feelings, ignore their own needs and immerse 
themselves exclusively into their children. Likewise, 
the author suggest that these feelings can lead to 
greater frustration and susceptibility to child abuse. 
The literature suggests that there is a great deal 
of ambiguity as to the cause of this social ill. 
(Carmody, Lanier, Bardill, D. et al, 1979) . 
Lewis, E. (1989) suggests that African American 
women experience role strain. The author notes that 
African American women traditionally are responsible for 
the care and nurturance of their spouses, children and 
aging family members. Also, the author suggest African 
American mothers are cognizant of the societal limitation 
confronting them as they undertake their economic, 
parental and household maintenance tasks. In addition, 
these mothers bear the stigma attached to their ethnic 
status, as well as that of being females, in many cases. 
Likewise, the author notes that in their attempt to 
modify or execute their roles, they also influence often 
"caste like" restriction prescribed to them in their 
ethnic status. In addition, the execution of tasks may 
create a strain for African American mothers who often 
have limited access to resources and institutional 
13 
support. 
According to Darmstadt, G. (1990), child 
maltreatment is determined by a number of individual, 
family, community, and cultural factors. The author 
outlines a system that illustrates child maltreatment as 
it relates to the above determinants that are as follows: 
"Individual-level factors include 
parental personality, exposure to 
abuse or violence,•inexperience as a 
child with the nurturing of others, 
rejection by parents, and 
inappropriate developmental 
expectation for children. Family 
level factors includes dysfuntional 
interactions among family members, 
abuse eliciting child 
characteristics between a child and 
the caregiver(s), such as adverse 
cry and appearance or social 
unresponsiveness, and temperamental 
mismatch. Isolation from social 
support systems, unemployment, and 
unmanageable stress are pertinent 
community-level variables, and 
societal tolerance of violence and 
14 
the legitimization of physical 
punishment to control children's 
behavior, act at the cultural level 
to sanction abuse. Many parents who 
are abusive have developmental 
histories that predispose them to 
treat children in an abusive or 
neglectful manner. Stress-promoting 
forces within and beyond the 
immediate family combined with these 
ontogenetic factors to increase the 
likelihood of abuse". 
The focus of this study will be child abusive 
behaviors of single African American females in 
Washington County, Mississippi. The study has a two-fold 
purpose, that is , to obtain a profile of single, African 
American women who have been identified as perpetrators 
in child abuse and to establish whether variables such as 
age, employment status, drugs and alcohol are significant 
factors in the abusive behavior. 
Specifically the study will consider the following 
questions : 
1. What is the relationship between child abusive 
behaviors of single African American females and age? 
2. What is the relationship between child abusive 
15 
behaviors of single African American females and 
employment status? 
3. What is the relationship between child abusive 
behavior of single African American females and combined 
drug and alcohol usage? 
SIGNIFICANCE/PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
In recent years, there has been an increase interest 
in the disproportionate numbers of African American 
children in placement institutions. These children are 
most often placed in out-of-home placements as a result 
of child abusive behavior of a parent and/or caretaker. 
As stated in the literature, these abusive behaviors are 
directly related to the parent reaction to their 
conditions : younger motherhood, single parenthood and 
poverty. (Bush, M. 1988). 
From the beginning of life in America, African 
American families have struggled—through slavery, 
segregation, and institutionally racist practices--to 
maintain the integrity of the African American "family". 
Placement of children out-of-home in foster care is 
viewed in the African American community as one more way 
to systematically undermine and destroy African American 
family structure. (Tracy, E., Halapala, D., Kinney, J. et 
al (1991) . 
In the same literature, by 1977, statistics showed 
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that the foster care population was estimated at 502,000. 
A total of 126,844 children were designated as minority, 
and of that number, 100,245 (almost 80 percent) represent 
African American children. 
The purpose of this study is to explore the 
relationship between child abusive behavior of single, 
African American, females and the following variables: 
(1) age (2) employment status and (3) combined alcohol 
and drug usage. 
Currently this researcher has used data collected 
mostly on Caucasian families to compare other ethnic 
groups. The reason for this is that there have been 
limited studies published on minority groups. Abarbanel, 
K.,Shur, J. et al (1980) notes that there are 24.8 
million blacks in the United States. Although this 
figure had been cited, the number in the country's 
minority population is difficult to estimate because, for 
various reasons, the census undercounts these groups. 
Abarbanel et al (1980) further notes that the United 
States Census Bureau acknowledged that 7.7 percent of the 
black population went uncounted in 1970. Beyond baseline 
population counts, data on the facts of life of minority 
children and families are, to a very great extent, either 
uncollected, unanalyzed, or unpublished. 
It is significant that limited research has been 
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conducted or published on the cultural and ethnic 
difference as well as gender difference in child abuse. 
There are numerous gaps in child abuse research and a 
need for more empirical evidence on child abusive 
behavior of single African American females: the 
precipitating factors for the abuse. This serves as 




CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS 
In an effort to be clear about characteristics of 
abusive behavior, the researcher thinks it is important 
to define child abuse and neglect. According to 
Kamerman, S. and Kahn, (1976), there is no clear, 
consisted and agreed upon definition of child abuse and 
neglect. .However, for the .purpose of this paper, the 
researcher will use the authors' suggestion for social 
workers, who generally support the most comprehensive 
definition. As noted in the literature, social workers 
generally support the most comprehensive definition- 
including physical, sexual and psychological abuse, 
emotional deprivation, and inadequate care because of 
parental incapacities or lack of resources (income, 
housing, nutrition, medical care, societal abuse - be it 
deliberate or non deliberate, intentional or 
unintentional, individual or societal. 
Erikson, E., McEvory, A., Nicholas, C. (1984) notes 
that abusive parents are not alike but many share certain 
characteristics. These characteristics are as follows: 
1. Have been abused by their parents when they 
were themselves children; 
2. Are often judge by mental health workers as 
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"socially" and "psychologically" immature; 
3. See themselves as inadequate and worthless and 
are unwilling to recognize that their child is 
dependent on them; 
4. Are easily hurt by real or imagined criticism 
or rejection from their children; 
5. View the child as a small adult, capable of 
meeting their needs when the child, in fact, 
lacks such capability; 
6. Experience exaggerated frustration as a result 
of their perception of the children's failure; 
7. Acts out their frustrations through impulsive 
violence against their child; has learned to 
be violent against children when they were 
abused themselves as children; 
8. Holds unrealistic behavioral expectations for 
their children, often reflecting lack of 
awareness of typical stages of cognitive and 
physical development among children; 
9. Are abusing alcohol or drugs; 
10. Are experiencing violence in the marital 
relationship. 
Likewise, the authors suggest that similar to 
abusing parents, neglecting parents sometimes are 
characterized as exhibiting: 
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1. Inability to tolerate stress or frustration; 
2. Inability to express anger directly and deal 
with anger by sulking; 
3. Have a desire to be rid of the demands of 
their children; 
4. Show an indifference towards being a parent; 
and/or 
5. Display little in the ways of parental 
planning. 
In addition, the authors notes that these are 
psychological traits that may or may not predispose 
parents to engage in abuse or neglect. 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS AND PERSONAL FACTORS: 
Self Esteem, Parent Abused As A Child And Age 
According to the literature, risk factors for child 
maltreatment includes previous child maltreatment, 
failure to thrive, childhood accident, poverty, 
unemployment, isolation, grief, loss, chronic illness, 
divorce, prematurity and teen parenthood. (Kowal, L., 
Kottnior, C., Ayoub, C. et al 1988) . 
Steele, B. (1975) notes that the main component of 
factors involved in abuse may be summarized as follows: 
the special form of immaturity and the association 
dependency in its' various manifestations; the tragic low 
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self-esteem and sense of incompetence; the difficulty in 
seeking pleasure and finding satisfaction in the adult 
world; the social isolation with its' lack of lifelines 
and reluctance to seek help; the significant 
misperception of the infant, especially as manifested in 
role reversal; the fear of spoiling infants and the 
strong belief in the value of punishment and the serious 
lack of ability to be empathically aware of the infants 
conditions and needs and to respond appropriately to 
them. 
Child abuse and neglecting patterns are shown in the 
way the parent themselves were reared (Heifer, R. 1975) . 
Davoren, E. (1975) suggested that parenting is 
learned, and battering parents have usually been taught 
some very potent lessons by their own parents that are as 
follows : 
1. They learned that their survival depended on their 
ability to conform to their parents' wishes and to 
perform abnormally for their respective stages of 
development. For example, during infancy, they may have 
had to learn not to cry, not to move while being diapered 
and not to reach for the spoon while being fed. 
2. They learned that not only would they not be nurtured 
or cuddled or handled lovingly, but that they were also 
expected to reassure and comfort their own parents-role 
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reversal. 
3 . They learned that no matter how well they behaved, or 
how much care they were able to provide their parent in 
this turnabout process, it was never enough. (They were 
no good and they deserved to be hit). 
4. They learned that their parents could not see what 
they were like, how they functioned, or what their needs 
were. 
5. They learned that having children was a way for 
parents to be taken care of and loved. 
6. They learned that children must be punished to 
achieve desired results. 
7. They learned that the day would come when they could 
release stored up hostility without fear of reprisal. 
Davoren further suggested that this destructive, 
child rearing method, passed from generation to 
generation, produces adults who first of all, have an 
understandable stake in having children. They want 
children to provide for them what they tried to provide 
for their parents. They believe their babies will love 
them and make them feel better. Since they do not see 
babies as helpless, taking care of them is not an 
anticipated problem. The babies will behave. The 
misunderstanding of what a child's capabilities are, 
combined with a willingness to punish as severely as 
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necessary to meet extremely high expectations, often 
leads to serious physical injury of their children. 
According to Carmody, Lanier,D., Bardill, D. et al 
(1979), there are certain social-psychological 
experiences and attributes which are more typical of 
families which abuse children than of those which do not. 
The literature suggests that most of the abusing parents 
were themselves abused as children, and many felt 
unwanted. . The authors further note that the parents had 
deep feelings of inadequacy, did not display their 
emotions and found it difficult to form close personal 
relationships. It was also suggested that these parents 
did not have positive models to relate to. 
Gold, S (1986) also agreed that child abuse is more 
common in families where parents themselves had been 
abused as children. The literature further noted a study 
completed in 1977, which showed persons who had witnessed 
some form of violence between parent and child that were 
anywhere from 1,400,000 to 1,900,000 cases. 
According to Mead, Balch, G., Maggio et al (1985), 
poverty is considered a cause of neglect, but many 
tarpaper shacks in Mexico and South America are cleaner 
than the neglected homes in California. An adult usually 
keeps house in much the same ways as his or her childhood 
home was kept. An adult who was left alone and 
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unsupervised as a child is likely to leave his or her own 
children in the same manner. Society mandates reasonably 
clean homes and supervised children, but adults who have 
never learned these behaviors cannot be expected to 
adhere to them. 
Besharov, D. (1975) notes that child abuse must be 
understood as a function of uncontrolled or 
uncontrollable, personal, familial and societal stresses. 
Despite popular misconceptions, most abusing parents are 
not sadistic criminals or mentally retarded persons. 
Abusing parents are capable of loving their children they 
harm and they often experience great guilt and remorse 
about their abusive behavior. In many ways, they are 
like all parents. But when they experience moments of 
anger and frustration, they are likely to take it out on 
their children. Sometimes, they confuse disciplinary 
with the expression of their own inner fury. 
Erikson, E., McEvory, A. et al, (1984) suggests that 
for abuse to occur, the parent must be predisposed, often 
as the result of his or her own personal history, to use 
violent childrearing techniques and mechanisms. It was 
further suggested that many child beaters have themselves 
suffered battering as a child and rely on these abusive 
techniques in dealing with their own children. 
White, E. (1985) suggest that black women who has 
25 
experienced hbuse in childhood may become abusive adults. 
Also the author expressed that a black mother who had 
expressed great pain and bitterness about the violence in 
her life stated "It has been difficult not to be abusive 
with my own kids because that's the behavior I've 
learned". 
Poor self esteem is another personal factor related 
to child abusive behavior. According to the literature, 
child abusers see themselves as inadequate and worthless 
and unwilling to recognize that their child is dependent 
on them. (Erickson, E., McEvory, A. et al, 1984). As 
noted by Kamerman, S. (1975) if reported for child abuse, 
these parents - who normally avoid contact with other 
people - are suddenly brought in touch with a lot of 
people with whom they have an extremely difficult time in 
relating. Their incredibly poor opinion of themselves, 
and their distrust of all others, makes it hard for these 
parents to like or to be liked. They are also frightened 
and deal with their fright by either acquiescence or 
threats. 
White, E. (1985) suggests that as a result of 
institutionalize racism and sexism in American culture, 
the black woman has experience powerlessness, low self 
esteem, feelings of ineffectiveness and insecurity that 
characterize black women. The author further suggest 
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that the black family has been damaged by slavery, 
lynching and systematized social, economic, and 
educational discrimination. 
A third personal factor related to child abusive 
behavior is age. According to Bensel, Lindsey et al 
(1987) about one of three births in the United States 
today involves a teenage mother, about half are married. 
Ninety-five percent of unwed mothers keep their children. 
It is suggested that reported abuse is lower in this 
group even though the risk of abuse may be higher. The 
reason is more family support, public health nurse 
support and most babies are wanted and cared for by 
extended families. 
In a report completed by Snyder, H. (1986), an 
alarmingly high proportion of child abuse and neglect is 
perpetrated by parents who are children themselves and 
who lack the patience, emotional stability, sound 
judgement, knowledge and other parental attributes which 
increase with maturity. Family members, friends, and 
others often mistakenly encourage teenage parents to keep 
their babies with well-intentioned but unrealistic or 
unfulfilled promises to help or support. According to 
a 1983 report, 333 babies were born to Mississippi 
mothers under the age of 15. It was stated that 
Mississippi has one of the highest teen births rates in 
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the nation. In 1982, 9446 babies were born to 
adolescents, a percentage of 21.5 percent of all the 
births in Mississippi that year. (Emerson, P., King, E., 
Barfield, E., 1985). 
According to the same report, teenage mothers lack 
education, key skills, jobs and life experience, and 
child care knowledge. Nationally, 72 percent of the 
mothers who first gave birth at ages 15-17 are on 
welfare. Teenage mothers are more likely to neglect 
and/or abuse their children than older mothers. Teenage 
marriages are two or three times more likely to break up 
than later marriages. About 60 percent of pregnant 
teepage brides are divorced within six years. 
The literature suggested that physical child abusers 
tends to range in age from 17 to the mid thirties, with 
most in their late teens and early 20s. A high position 
were single parents (female) who received welfare, 
consequently were low-middle income groups. College 
education was rare among this sample. Although many 
attended high school, most had not graduated from high 
school. The majority of the child abusers in this study 
were Caucasian, with black represented at a lesser 
extent. (Star, B., 1983). 
Bensel, A. et al (1986) notes that until recently, 
95 to 98 percent of all reported abusers were parents. 
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Bensel further notes the following characteristics of 
abusing parents: Average age of abusive parents tend to 
be 28 for mothers and 30 for fathers. When the parents 
reach the age of 30, the parents tend to seek their own 
identity and become subject to economic and stress 
factors; abusive reports have appeared more among the 
lower socioeconomic and minority groups; the middle class 
suffers some psychopathic traits according to 
psychological test due to the societal pressure for them 
to look good and keep their problems from the external 
world; upper middle class individuals are usually aware 
of the intervention resources such as health, mental 
health and chemical dependency; 90 percent of people who 
physically abuse children have been abused themselves. 
A study completed by Kowal, L., Kotterman, C., 
Ayoub, C. et al (1988) included 245 families showed that 
the mother average age entry, was 22.5 years and ranged 
from 14 to 40 years; 36% were teenage and over 75% were 
25 years or younger; 55% were single parents; and 75% had 
financial difficulties. Approximately 44% of the sample 
were white, 31% Hispanic, 9% Portuguese and the remaining 
16% were Asian, black, biracial and other. 
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CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: 
Alcohol And Drug Abusers, Employment Status, Poverty, 
Poor Housing And Social Isolation 
Kowal, L., Kotterman, C., Ayoub, C. et al (1988) 
completed a study which examined the problem and family 
functioning exhibiting by the family in the entry stage. 
The study showed that financial problems were the most 
prevalent, occurring in 75% of the cases. Following 
this, the most common problems are low self esteem (59%) /' 
lack of transportation (53%); little relief from 
continual child care (49%) ; and limited parenting skills 
(48%) . Also, 30% of the families had employment and 
mothers were separated from the father at the time and 
the remainder (11%) were married. The average age of the 
abuser was 30.6 years. The majority of the abusers 
(65.8%) were white/ while (28.8%) were black, one abuser 
was of Native American heritage and the remainder were 
Hispanic. 
Likewise, the study examined the situational 
stressors and found the following: some difficulties in 
the work place were reported by 23.3 % of the abusers 
with the remainder not reporting any problems; financial 
problems were explicitly mentioned by 16.4% of the 
abusers, where as 83.6% of the abusers did not specify 
any money problems; in 23.3% of the cases relationship 
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problems were present with the remainder not reporting 
such problems; 32.9% of the abusers indicated some other 
stressful events (such as crowded living conditions), 
whereas the remainder did not indicate such problems; and 
lastly, 32.9% of the respondents reported other 
emotional/mental health problems, with 67.1% of the 
abusers housing difficulties, 28% had a history of drug 
or alcohol abuse, current drug and alcohol abuse 22% and 
24% of the families, abuse of the parent as a child. 
Another authority suggests that a multiplicity of 
factors must be considered if child abuse is to be 
adequately understood, including the degree of stress 
experienced by the caretakers in their everyday lives and 
the interrelationships among family members. In the 
later regard, the general agreement is that the adult 
caretaker's behavior in many instances is a reaction to 
the child as well as the situation they are in. 
(Dietrich, D., Berkowitz, L., Kadushin, J., McGlorin, J. 
(1990) . 
In the same literature, a study was completed on 73 
abusers, 52% of whom were females, 2 were not the child's 
natural parent, 19 were single, never married mothers, 14 
were divorcees, 1 a widow; 5 not indicating such 
problems. 
Specifically, drug and alcohol abuse are 
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environmental factors related to child abusive behavior. 
There seems to be an increased public awareness about 
drug and alcohol usage and it's connection to child 
abuse. According to Bensel, R., Arthur, L., et al (1986) 
child neglect occurs in almost every family with 
alcoholism. Also, children in these families are forced 
prematurely into adult roles and are innocent victims of 
their parents' unfulfilled lives. Likewise, the author 
notes that child physical abuse correlated with alcohol 
use ranges as high as 83 percent of all cases. 
In 1976, the American Humane Association completed 
a country wide study of 357,533 cases of child abuse and 
neglect. In the cases, it was discovered that alcohol 
use was connected to fourteen cases of abuse and 18.5 % 
involved alcohol use and neglect. (Dolan, E., 1980). 
Alcoholics may move beyond emotional abuse to 
physical abuse as their involvement with drinking 
increases. Also, spouse beating causes much suffering in 
children who must witness it, or who become drawn into 
the violence when coming to the aid of an abused parent. 
(Ackerman, R., 1983). 
Children of alcoholics suffer other kinds of abuse 
that is often life threatening. Alcoholic parents 
release such violence when they are drinking until they 
may not be aware of their strength and can unwittingly 
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injure his/or her child. (Seixas, J. and Youcha, J., 
1985) . In addition, these authors suggests that it is 
officially estimated that drinking is involved in 38 
percent of all child abuse cases, but this number 
represents only the tip of a huge iceberg. 
Alcohol usage and neglect are pervasive in that the 
parent doesn't pay attention to the child. Children go 
to school inappropriately dressed; too large or too small 
clothing, or not enough clothing for the weather. 
Physicians have found that children of alcoholics have 
medical and dental needs that are ignored. These 
illnesses include scoliosis and other skeletal problems, 
orthodontic abnormalities and heredity errors of 
metabolism, but could be less serious if they didn't lack 
medical care. Also in the literature it is further 
suggested that Physicians have noted that children of 
alcoholics have gastrointestinal complaints, headaches, 
or asthma - all related to stress. 
The first National Conference on Alcoholism Among 
Women linked both drinking and depression with child 
rearing years. The child bearing years, 21-44, showed 
the highest rate of depression. The unhappiest women, 
and the most depressed and tempted by alcohol, are those 
with low income and young children, particularly those 
who are separated and divorced, reported social 
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psychologists Gutentag, M. (1976) . 
According to the limited literature the researcher 
found on drugs and child abuse, there seems to be a 
connection between these two variables. According to 
Peluso, E. and Peluso, L. (1988) females who use drugs, 
especially cocaine, have a strong compulsion to use it 
because of the happy effect it renders. These female 
users will display neglectful behavior when the 
compulsion is evident and the drug is needed. Young 
children will be carried to drug trafficking places and 
left with little or no supervision while the caretaker 
indulges in the drug. 
Employment status and poverty are two environmental 
factors related to child abusive behavior. Financial 
pressure on the family can cause stress leading to child 
abuse and neglect. According to Demchak, T., (1988) 
child abuse and neglect occurs in families of all 
economic backgrounds, but poor families are particularly 
vulnerable. Demchak (1988) also notes that they must 
cope with additional stresses of poverty with out being 
able to afford such items as private counseling services. 
Moreover, poor families who receive public benefits are 
often already known to the agency operating the child 
protection unit, since it is generally the same agency 
that administers public benefits. As a result, these 
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families are disproportionately represented among child 
abuse and neglect cases. 
According to Kamerman, S. and Kahn, A. (1976), 
poorer parents often have been exposed to violence as an 
acceptable expression of hostility. Such an explanation 
of abusive behavior is based on the premise that chronic, 
situational stress due to living in poverty can be 
impetus for physical violence. 
Barnett, E., Pittman, C. et al (1980) states that 
family violence occurs in all socioeconomic, ethnic, 
racial and age group. They further states that the 
problem may be more visible in low income families than 
in those with higher income because lower income groups 
are more likely to come to the attention of the public 
agencies for other reasons. The authors also states that 
chronic financial instability or unemployment is an 
important stress factor in the episode of family 
violence. 
According to Mississippi statistics on poverty, it 
was explained that in 1979, 244,000 or 30% of the 
children in the state were living below the poverty 
level. Of the total population, 24% were below the 
poverty level. The poverty level in this research was 
determined by annual income. For 1984, it was $8, 460 for 
a family of three. In 1979, the level was set at $5,787. 
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In 1984, 175,000 had incomes of less than $5,000.00. 
The research further showed that one-third of all births 
in Mississippi occur to poverty-level or low-income 
women. This percentage includes Medicaid, State 
Department of Health High Risk Program, Hospital 
Commission indigent care and charity deliveries. It was 
finally stated that if the number of deliveries for which 
hospitals are unable to collect were included, the 
percentage would be 47,8 percent; that is, almost half of 
Mississippi women giving birth may be at poverty level or 
low income (Emerson, P., King, E. Barfield, E., 1985) . 
Housing is a third environment factor in child 
abusive behavior. According to Zuravin, S. (1985), there 
is some relationship between housing and child abuse. 
The author suggests that various housing characteristics 
such as overcrowding, structural density, high rise 
construction and dilapidation, and behavior or related 
to child abuse, such as aggression, parents' disciplinary 
attitudes and isolation. 
In addition, Zuravin (1985), explains that child 
abuse and neglect are complex, multi-determined 
phenomena-the end result of complicated interaction 
between individuals, family, neighborhood, societal and 
cultural factors. Housing is a characteristic of 
neighborhoods, communities and even whole societies, 
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impacts on child care adequacy through its effects on 
parents and family stress levels. To the extent that the 
characteristics of a family's housing decreases stress, 
the probability of child maltreatment will also decrease. 
As stated by Moral, J. (1988), low and middle income 
households in the United States, especially those with 
children, face a housing crisis. The high cost of home 
ownership now precludes many families from fulfilling the 
American dream of owning a home. As families turn to 
rental housing, they are not finding rents and low 
vacancy rates, especially for those units that are large 
enough to accomodate a family with children. Today, 
renters spend a large percentage of their income on 
housing and those with the lowest income spend 
proportionately the most. 
Morale (1988), further states that housing 
discrimination against families with children has a 
disproportionate adverse impact on the ability of racial 
and ethnic minority housing households to obtain housing. 
Census data conclusively demonstrates these households 
are significantly more likely to have children than white 
households. 
According to housing statistics in Mississippi, more 
than one-fifth of the housing units in the state are 
considered inadequate. Selected conditions used to 
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determine inadequacy are: (1) lack of complete plumbing 
facilities for exclusive use; (2) 1.01 or more persons 
per room; (3) gross rent of 30% or more of household 
income, in specified rental units; (4) owner-occupied 
houses built in 1939 or earlier and valued below $20,000 
to $35,000 depending on metropolitan status; and (5) 
geographic location. (Emerson, P. et al, 1985) . 
Social isolation is the fourth environmental factor 
in child abusive behavior. According to Mead, Balch et 
al (1985), lack of an extended family, close friends, and 
neighbors tends to isolate parents from helpful advice 
and shared child care. A parent who has total 
responsibility for a child without the assistance of a 
caring, concerned and nurturing adult simply runs out of 
energy and resources that might prevent the situation 
from becoming abusive. Once a parent has begun the 
abusive process, he/she is more likely to withdraw for 
fear of detection, thus perpetuating the problem. The 
deeper one digs oneself into the well of isolation; the 
harder it is to have a cry for help heard. 
Star, B. (1983) characterizes child abusers as 
isolated, depressed, low self esteem, and hopelessness. 
According to Star, child abusers often become involved in 
negative and emotionally unsatisfying relationships in 
which they are victims. They find themselves alone, with 
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no support system, and with multiple problems (financial, 
marital, alcohol) that place additional stress on their 
parenting abilities. They feel overwhelmed and powerless 
to change their live, a feeling that leads to a "why 
bother" attitude. They have been angry all their lives 
and now they are angry at home. Their anger masks deep 
depression. According to many counselors, child abusers 
were depressed and lonely children. 
Tracy (1990) did a .comparative study of non 
maltreating mothers to maltreating mothers and found that 
maltreating mothers tend to report fewer neighbors, 
friends and relatives to call on for help with parenting 
tasks and express more dissatisfaction with dependability 
of their network. 
Tracy (1990) further notes that although isolation 
from extended family and community support is frequently 
correlated to maltreatment, the reason for isolation 
appear to be complex and multifaceted. Isolation may be 
related to environmental factors such as living in 
socially impoverished areas in which neighborly exchanges 
are not encouraged: personal factors, such as lacking 
social skills to elicit and maintain supportive 
relationships or stigma and social distance. 
According to Moskowitz (1989), social withdrawal 
refers to behaviors that isolate the individual from 
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others. Factor in analytic studies suggest that 
withdrawal behavior is closely tied with fear, anxiety 
and sadness. Moskowitz notes that Quay (1986) calls this 
characteristic anxiety-withdrawal-dysphoria. 
Jones, M. (1976), on 549 families, included 992 children. 
These families were characterized as poor, female headed 
families, with an average of tenth grade education. Most 
of the families were Protestant or Catholic; one-half 
were black, one-third were white, and nearly one-fifth, 
Hispanic. 
Jones study proved that 80 percent of the cases 
showed the primary need for foster care placement of 
their children was the emotional adjustment of a parent, 
usually the mother. Such a problem was noted for three- 
quarters of the mothers in the sample and was considered 
the most important problem in 30 percent of the cases. 
The nature of the emotional problem was usually described 
as "depression". 
Case studies of child abusive behaviors have been 
cited in a study by Nagi, S., (1975) showing the 
following: (1) Parents of a 7-month-old boy said he "fell 
out of the high chair", yet doctors found lesions 
Case studies of abusive behavior, completed 
depicting some kind of instrument on his face, and a 
right parietal skull fracture; (2) A 3-year-old child, 
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who weighed 17 pounds at hospitalization, suffered from 
severe malnutrition and skin abrasions: Within 10 days he 
gained 10 pounds; (3) Examples of cigarette burns 
inflicted by adults who repeatedly pulled and twisted a 
child's extremities were identifiable by x-ray. The hazy 
areas around the joint showed calcium deposits; (5) One 
of two sisters were brought to the hospital because of 
severe beating. Some of the lesions on her back were 
old, some new; (6) An x-ray examination of a 7.5 month 
old boy, brought to the hospital with fractures, rickets 
and other signs of abuse, disclosed the straight pin in 
the bladder; and (7) A little boy, about five months old, 
was operated on to remove a blood clot caused by his 
being beaten or thrown. He suffered brain damage and 
died in the hospital a few months later. 
From the review of literature, it is evident that 
the dynamic and etiology of child abusive behavior is 
multidimensional in it's form. The literature further 
suggest that many factors including personal and/or 
psychological and social factors have a tremendous 
impact on abusive behavior. In this study, the 
researcher will examine the types of child abusive 
behavior as well as factors: (age, employment status and 
combined drug and alcohol abuse) to find out their 
significance in relation to the behavior. 
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MAJOR THEORETICAL ORIENTATION 
In review of the literature, the researcher has 
found many theories that attempt to explain the complex 
dynamics in the intrapersonal and interpersonal 
relationship of parent who abuse their children. 
According to Carmody, J., Lanier, D. et al (1987), 
there is no central theory which has yet evolved as to 
the causes of child abuse and neglect. The author 
suggests that Justice and Justice (1976) list eight 
causal models that points out that child abuse has been 
ascribed to mental illness, personality disorders, 
situational stress, deficiencies in social learning and 
to various other problems. Likewise, the in literature 
it further suggests that according to the Justices 
(1976) , 
"Abuse is the end result of a system 
ofinteraction between spouses, parent and 
child, child and environment, parent and 
environment, and parent and society". 
In the area of child abuse, theory and interventive 
strategy suggest that a focus on the immediacy of the 
interaction between parent and child is useful. 
(Whiteman, M. and Fanshel, D. et al, 1987) .. 
For the purpose of this study, the researcher has 
used a synopsis of the causal models of child abuse found 
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in Justice, R. and Justice, B. (1976) . These models 
attempt to provide different characteristics of abusers. 
Also, these models give some explanation as to social and 
environmental factors that may cause the behavior. The 
mode discussed is as follows: (1) Psychodynamic Model, 
Personality or Character Trait Model, Social Learning 
Model, Family Structure Model, Environmental Stress 
Model, Social-psychological Model and Mental Illness 
Model. 
The Psychodynamic Model suggests that a person has 
been reared in a way that precludes the experience of 
being mothered or nurtured. Also as an adult, the person 
cannot mother or nurture. 
In addition, the model supports other dynamics such 
as: a lack of trust in others, a tendency toward 
isolation, a non-supportive marital relationship and 
excessive expectations toward the child. Also, two other 
factors must be present before the potential to abuse is 
activated: a "special" child (the abusing parent views 
the child as retarded, hyperactive or in some other way - 
different) and a crisis (a major stress or something 
minor). 
The Personality or Character Trait Model describes 
the individual in terms of labels or implies that the 
person is a certain way. Also, descriptions such as 
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"parent who abuses their children are immature", "self 
centered", or "impulse ridden" are included in the 
personality or character model. 
Social Learning Model emphasizes the failure of 
abusive parents to acquire the skills to function 
adequately in the home and society. It is suggested that 
individuals lack social skills and gain little 
satisfaction from their role as parents and frequently 
ignorant of child development. 
In addition, they expect behavior too advanced for 
young children and are unknowledgeable about age 
appropriate behavior. Likewise, the literature suggests 
that the parent (s) have a mistaken notion of how to rear 
children, how to encourage and guide them at different 
ages. It is further suggested that they are inclined to 
use the only kind of discipline they know - physical 
discipline, which they received as children. 
The Family Structure Model concerns the alliance, 
coalition, enmeshments, and disengagement among family 
members. This model helps to identify children at risk 
in the assessment of the family systems. It is suggested 
that repeated finding of illegitimate and unwanted 
children are high risks in terms of child abuse is 
related to the concept of coalitions. 
Scapegoating is another behavior cited as resulting 
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in child abuse. This term is used to describe a parent 
who takes out his/her frustration on the child. The 
terms can further describe the power struggles a child 
gets caught up in or an alliance that one spouse resents 
and makes the child pay through physical injury. 
Disengagement occurs when a parent declines his parental 
responsibility. 
Environmental Stress Model relates to child abuse as 
a multidimensional problem and places heavy emphasis on 
stress as a cause. The literature suggests that 
environmental factors such as poverty, poor education and 
occupational stress is directly related to child abusive 
behavior. 
Social-Psychological Model suggest that stress 
frustration and stress are important variables associated 
with child abuse. It also suggests that stress comes 
from several sources: marital disputes, too many 
children, or a problem child. It further suggests that 
these stressors combined with other contributing factors, 
such as the influence of social class and community: 
norms that sanction violence as a way to deal with 
problems, and the effects of "socialization experiences" 
in which parents act as role models for violence. 
Mental Illness Model encompasses terms such as 
psychopathology, psychosis, neurosis and character 
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defects as socialized in child abuse. The authors 
suggests that this model only applies to a fraction of 
abusive parents. 
It is evident from the above theoretical overview 
that child abusive behaviors' causal models are 
multidimensional in their forms. Justice and Justice 
(1976) suggests that the interaction between a parent and 
a child in an abusive relationship can be caused by 
cultural, social, environmental, as well as personal 
factors. It is further suggested that there is a great 
deal of ambiguity as it relates to the causes of child 
abusive behaviors but the above models can and often are 
found in any study of group(s) related to child abuse. 
The crucial factors in this study are age, employment 
status, and combined alcohol and drug usage. 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
For the purpose of this study, the researcher thinks 
it is appropriate to use definitions of child abusive 
behavior within the context of the state where the 
behavior was identified. In this case, a synopsis of 
child abuse definitions were taken from the Mississippi 
Youth Court Guide (1988) . Reference was also made to 
Bensel, R., Arthur, L. et al (1987) for definition of 
terms. 
African-American Females: 
Parent or caretaker in this study who has been identified 
as perpetrators in the incidence of child abuse, who were 
born in America but are of African descent. 
Battered Child Syndrome (B.C.S.): 
Physical condition of a child indicating that external or 
internal injuries result from acts committed by a parent 
or custodian. Also termed Parent Trauma Syndrome 
(P.I.T.S.). (Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 1988) 
Child Abuse: 
Traditionally, any physical mistreatment of a child, as 
opposed to child neglect or negligent care. However, the 
term is increasingly used to cover any "physical or 
mental injury, sexual abuse, negligent treatment or 
maltreatment of a child...by a person who is responsible 
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for the child's welfare under circumstances which 
indicates that the child's health or welfare is harmed or 
threatened thereby, "and is so defined in the Federal 
Child Abuse Protection and Treatment Act (Pub. Law 94-94, 
1974) (Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 1988) . 
Child Abusive Behavior: 
Characteristic of an act of commission or omission by a 
parent or caretaker that results in harm or injury to a 
child (Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 1988) . 
Child Neglect: 
Failure by a parent or custodian to render appropriate 
care to a child; an act of omission by the person legally 
responsible for a child's well-being. Failure to provide 
a child with suitable food, shelter, clothing, hygiene, 
medical care or parental supervision (Mississippi Youth 
Court Guide, 1988). 
Child Sexual Abuse: 
Is the obscene or pornographic photography, filming, 
depiction of children for commercial purposes, and the 
rape, molestation, incest, prostitution, or other forms 
of sexual exploitation (Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 
1988) . 
Dependency : 
Properly speaking, a situation where a child is dependent 
upon another for financial support, but widely used to 
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describe child neglect or child abuse cases. Though the 
term is something of a misnomer when thus applied, it is 
so used in the law of a number of states. (Mississippi 
Youth Court Guide, 1988). 
Emotional Neglect: 
Implies a change in behavior, a retardation in behavior 
development or regression in behavior of a once "normal" 
developing child. (Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 1988) . 
Environmental Conditions: 
Are conditions in the environment that are contributing 
factors in the incidence of child abusive behavior of the 
identified population in this study.(i.e. employment 
status and combined alcohol and drug usage.) 
Failure to Thrive Syndrome: 
A serious medical condition in which a child's height, 
weight and motor development are significantly below 
average for his or her age. Usually, though not 
invariably, found in children less than one year old. 
The syndrome may have an organic cause, or it may be 
caused by severe emotional or physical neglect. 
(Mississippi Youth Court Guide, 1988) . 
Lack of Supervision: 
A form of neglect most often reported by friends, 
relatives and neighbors who observe children left alone 
for long periods of time. (Bensel, R. et al, 1987). 
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Negligence : 
Failure to exercise the care that an ordinary 
prudent person would exercise in the same 
circumstances. (Bensel, R. et al, 1987) . 
Nutritional Neglect: 
Lack of food or the withholding of food from a child as 
a form of punishment. (Bensel, R. et al, 1987) . 
Physical Abuse: 
A non-accidental "injury or a condition" where thehistory 
does not explain the child's injury. (Mississippi Youth 
Court Guide, 1988). 
Single Parent Abusers: 
A marked shift in neglect and abuse from families with 
parents who are married, to single-parent head of 
households. (Bensel, R. et al (1987). 
STATEMENT OF THE HYPOTHESES 
After review of related literature, three hypotheses 
were analyzed in this study: 
Hypotheses 1 
1) There is no significant difference between the 
relationship between child abusive behaviors 
of single African American females and age. 
Hypotheses 2 
2) There is no significant difference between the 
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relationship between child abusive behaviors 
of single African American females and 
employment status. 
Hypotheses 3 
3) There is no significant difference between the 
relationship between child abusive behaviors 
of single African American females and 





The purpose of this study is to provide descriptive 
statistical information that depicts the demographic of 
identified, single African-American female perpetrators 
of child abuse. The descriptive data obtained from the 
Department■of Human Services,'Adult and Child Protective 
Services in Washington County, Mississippi will assist 
with this goal. 
The specifics of the methodology that the researcher 
used in this study includes: (a) sampling; (b) data 
collection procedure; (c) data analysis. 
Sampling 
The researcher has obtained measures from the 
Department of Human Services, Division of Adult and Child 
Protective Services, in Washington County, in 
Mississippi. These measures were randomly drawn 
bimonthly from confirmed cases of child abuse where the 
perpetrators were identified as single African American 
females. Measures such as age, employment status and 
combined drugs and alcohol usage were identified. The 
age range for participants in the study was sixteen (16) 
to forty-seven plus years. The sample size consisted of 
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179 identified, single African American perpetrators. 
The purpose for selection of this population is to show 
a relationship between the behaviors and the above 
factors. The rationale for selecting confirmed cases 
from the State agency is that the population was already 
identified. Likewise, the state agency is the only legal 
agency that can substantiate child abusive behavior. In 
addition, the information easily access due to location. 
Data Collection Procedure 
The researcher followed the organization structure 
of authority in an effort to gain entrees into the agency 
and access to confidential records. The specific 
procedure were as follows: 
1. Contacted by phone the Area Social Work 
Supervisor at the Department of Human Services 
in Washington County, Mississippi, to explain 
the purpose of the study and request 
permission to enter the agency. 
2. After direction from the Area Social 
Supervisor, contacted the Youth Court Judge to 
obtain access to the confidential child abuse 
records. 
3. After Youth Court Judge granted researcher 
access to the records, a written court order 
(appendix 002, pg. 78) Judge to present to the 
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Area Social Work Supervisor. 
4. With Clerical Staff assistance, the researcher 
obtained demographic data (age and employment 
status) from cases of single African American 
Females identified as perpetrators in child 
abuse. Age was categorized in four group: (a) 
16-24 (b) 25-35 (c) 36-46 and (d) 47 and over. 
Employment status was categorized in two 
groups: (a) employment and (b) non employment. 
Likewise, data was collected on this 
population to describe characteristic of drug 
usage and non drug usage as well as 
characteristics of child abusive behaviors. 
These behaviors were categorize in three 
groups: Child abuse (welts, bruises and 
burns); Child neglect related to child 
symptoms (inappropriate dress for the weather, 
abandonment, homeless, and lack of medical 
care and supervision); and Child neglect 
related to parent's lack of resources 
(dilapidated houses, no food and/or no 
utilities) . The data was randomly selected 
bimonthly from the agency form numbered 440 
(Initial Investigation Form). The data was 




One way analysis of variance was utilized to 
determine if combined alcohol and drug abuse, employment 
status and age have any relationship with child abusive 
behavior of single African American females in Washington 
County, Mississippi. 
The chi-square was utilized to examine the 
significant differences between the child abusive 
behavior and the above stated variables. Frequencies 
were obtained on characteristics of the abusive behavior 
and demographic data of the identified perpetrators. 
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CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS 
This study consisted of 179 confirmed cases of child 
abuse where single African American females were 
identified as perpetrators. The data was randomly 
selected bimonthly from fiscal years 1989 to 1990, at the 
Department of Human Services in Washington County, 
Mississippi. 
Raw data on this population was collected according 
to procedure in the preceding chapter. These procedures 
enabled the researcher to identify characteristics of 
child abusive behavior of single African American female 
perpetrators. 
In addition, in accordance with the same procedure, 
the researcher was able to determine the relationship of 
the child abusive behavior with employment status, age, 
combined drug and alcohol usage. 
The presentation of the results is given in two 
forms: Demographic Data Results and Hypotheses Results. 
The demographic data results is presented in terms of 
frequency analysis that is exhibited on Tables I, II, 
III, and IV. Also, the hypotheses presentation is 
exhibited on Tables V, VI, and VII. 
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FREQUENCY ANALYSIS 
The following tables provide a description of the 
following: child abusive behavior; neglect and physical 
abuse by single African-American females; age; employment 
status; and combined alcohol and drug usage. 
The child abusive behavior Tables provides a 
description of the sample population used in the study. 
The study was drawn from substantiated cases where single 
African-American females were identified as perpetrators 
of child abuse. The cases were derived from fiscal years 
1989 and 1990. 
The data indicates that one hundred and seventy-nine 
(179) single African American females identified as 
perpetrators of abuse were selected for this study. 
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TABLE I 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR 
FREQUENCY RATES 
Variable Frequency Percent 
Child Physical Abuse: 
welts, bruises, burns 
Child Neglect: homelessness 
lack of supervision and 
47 26.3 
medical care, dirty/ragged 
clothing and abandonment. 
Child Neglect: dilapidated 
houses, no food and no 
92 51.4 
utilities. 39 21.9 
1 Missing 
TOTAL 179 100.0 
In the Child Abusive Behavior Table, the three 
independent variables that characterize the abusive 
behavior of this population are described in operational 
terms. Variable number, one (1) identifies child abusive 
behavior in terms of physical abuse (child symptoms: 
welts, bruises, and burns). Variable number two (2) 
identifies child abusive behaviors in terms of child 
neglectful behaviors (child symptoms: homelessness, lack 
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of medical care and supervision, dirty/ragged clothing, 
and abandonment). Variable number three (3) identifies 
child abuse in terms of child neglectful behavior 
(environmental conditions: dilapidated houses, no food, 
no utilities). The data indicates that 26.4% of total 
population imply physically abusive behavior in reference 
to child symptoms: welts, bruises, and burns. Also, 
51.7% refer to child neglectful behaviors that are 
attributed to child symptoms: homelessness, dirty/ragged 
clothing, abandonment, lack of medical care and 
supervision. Likewise, 21.9% of the population allude to 
child neglectful behavior in reference to environmental 
conditions: dilapidated housing, no food, no utilities. 
The data in Table I indicates that over fifty percent of 
single, African American females identified as 
perpetrators of child abuse depict characteristics of 
neglectful behavior in relation to child symptoms: 
homelessness, dirty/ragged clothing, abandonment, lack of 
medical care and supervision. 
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TABLE II 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR 
AGE FREQUENCY RATES 
Variable Frequency Percent 
AGES 
.16 - 24 37 20.8 
25 - 35 111 62.4 
36 - 46 21 11.8 
47 - Over 9 5.1 
1 Missing 
TOTAL 179 100.0 
The Age Frequency Table provides a description of 
the age level of the population used in the study. This 
data likewise was derived from substantiated cases of 
child abuse in Washington County, Mississippi where 
single African American females wee identified as 
perpetrators of child abuse. Table II shows that 20.8% 
of this population were ages 16-24. In addition, 62.4% 
of this population were ages 25-35. Also 11.8% of the 
same population were 47 and over. This table shows that 
the majority of single, African American females who were 
identified as perpetrators of child abuse were between 
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the ages of twenty five (25) to thirty five (35) . 
TABLE III 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS FREQUENCY RATES 
Variable Frequency Percent 
Employment 8 4.5 
No Employment 170 95.5 
1 Missing 
TOTAL 179 100.0 
Employment Status Table III provides a description 
of the employment status of the population used in the 
study. This data was also drawn from cases of child 
abuse in Washington County, Mississippi where single, 
African American females were identified as perpetrators 
of child abuse. Table III shows that 4.5% of single 
African American female were employed. In addition, 
95.5% of single, African American females were 
unemployed. Table III suggests that an overwhelming 
number of single African American females who were 




CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR 
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL FREQUENCY RATES 
Variable Frequency Percent 
Drugs and/or Alcohol 40 22.3 
Use 138 77.1 
None Use 1 Missing 
TOTAL 179 100.00 
The Drugs and Alcohol Frequency Table IV provides a 
description of the level of drug usage among the 
identified single African American females who were 
identified as perpetrators of child abuse. In the same 
manner, this data was derived from substantiated cases of 
child abuse at the Department of Human Services in 
Washington County, Mississippi. Table IV shows that 
22.3% of the total population use drugs and/or alcohol. 
Also, 77.1% of the population were not identified as 
drugs and/or alcohol users. Table IV suggests that more 
than half of the single, African American females who 
were identified as perpetrators in child abuse were not 
found to be substance users during the initial 
investigation of the child abusive behavior. 
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Hypotheses Results 
The presentation of hypotheses results are written 
in details for each hypotheses. Hypotheses #.l (Table 
V), states that there is no significant difference 
between child abusive behavior of single African American 
female and age. One way analysis of variance concluded 
that there is a significant difference between the two 
groups. The null hypotheses was rejected. Chi-square 
was utilized to obtain the difference in response to the 
individual item in the Demographic Data Form (Appendix 
001, page 77). 
TABLE V 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF 
SINGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALES AND AGE 
Behavior ~Xr~ df E 
Child Physical Abuse: 
(welts, bruises, burns) 7.821 6 0.251 
Child Neglect: 
(homelessness, 
lack of supervision and 
medical care, dirty/ragged 
clothing and abandonment) 7.469 6 0.279 
Child Neglect: 
(dilapidated houses, no 
houses, no food and no 
utilities) 2.617 1 0.105 
2. < 0.05 
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Hypotheses #2 (Table VI) states that there is no 
significant difference between child abusive behavior of 
single African American females and employment status. 
One way analysis of variance concluded that there is a 
significant difference between the two groups. The null 
hypotheses was rejected. Chi-square was utilized to 
obtain the difference in the response to individual item 
on the Demographic Data Form. (Appendix 001, page 77). 
TABLE VI 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF 
SINGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALES AND EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
Behavior ~  df £ 
Child Physical Abuse: 
(welts, bruises, burns) 2.956 2 0.228 
Child Neglect: (homelessness, 
lack of supervision and 
medical care, dirty/ragged 
clothing and abandonment). 
2.864 2 0.238 
Child Neglect: (dilapidated 
houses, no food and no 
utilities) . 
0.727 1 0.393 
P < 0.05 
Hypotheses #3 (Table VII) states that there is 
no significant difference between child abusive behavior 
of single African American females and combined drugs and 
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alcohol usage. One way analysis of variance concluded 
that there is a significant difference between the two 
groups. The null hypotheses was rejected. Chi-square 
was utilized to obtain the difference in response to 
individual items on the Demographic Data Form. (Appendix 
001, page 77). 
TABLE VII 
CHILD ABUSIVE BEHAVIOR OF 
SINGLE AFRICAN AMERICAN FEMALES AND COMBINED 
DRUG AND ALCOHOL USAGE 
Behavior “x2  df R 
Child Physical Abuse: 
(welts, bruises, burns) 2.013 2 0.365 
Child Neglect: 
(homelessness, lack of 
supervision and medical 
care, dirty/ragged 
clothing, and abandonment) 1.917 2 0.383 
Child Neglect: 
(dilapidated houses, no 
food and no utilities) 1.534 1 0.215 
E. < 0.05 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
This study was designed to show a relationship 
between child abusive behaviors of single African 
American females and three factors: age, employment 
status and combined factors of alcohol and drugs. In 
addition to the above, the design of the study attempted 
to provide a profile of the studied population. The 
researcher selected one hundred and seventy nine 
substantiated cases of child abuse that identified single 
African American females as perpetrators. This 
population was located within confidential records within 
the local State Human Service Office in Washington 
County, Mississippi. 
Limited information was found in the literature that 
narrowed child abusive behavior by gender, ethnicity and 
culture. However, findings in the study compared to 
general information concerning characteristics of abusive 
behavior and its' causal factors. 
Hypotheses #1 states that there is no significant 
difference between single African American females and 
age. The null hypotheses was rejected. The data 
supported the relationship between the two variables 
because the mean age was 33.3 of the sample population. 
This data supports the literature in that the age of the 
66 
perpetrators of child abuse is from 17 to early thirties. 
Hypotheses #2 states that there is no significant 
difference between single African American females and 
employment status. The null hypotheses in the area was 
rejected. The data supports the positive relationship 
between the two variables but unemployment is considered 
a negligible factor in this study because the majority of 
the sample was in the context of unemployment. This data 
supported . the literature review in that most African 
American perpetrators of child abuse have a high 
unemployment rate and poverty. 
Hypotheses #3 states that is no significant 
difference between single African American females and 
combined alcohol and drug usage. The null hypotheses in 
this area was rejected. The data supports the negative 
relationship between the two variables because over 50% 
of the sample were non drug and non alcohol users at the 
time of the child abuse investigation. This data did not 
support the literature in that drugs and alcohol abuse is 
a significant factor in child abuse. 
The researcher thinks it is significant to note that 
these identified single African American female 
perpetrators of child abuse are unequivocally affected by 
unemployment. Likewise, it is important to note that 
drugs and/or alcohol is not a negligible factor among the 
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identified population. 
The study suggested that unemployment and the age of 
the perpetrator were statistically significant in 
characterizing child abusive behaviors of the identified 
population. Also, the study implies that there is no 
statistical significance in drugs and alcohol usage among 
this identified population. 
This study directs the researcher to support the 
following in previous research: (1) the ages 25-35 are 
significant in demographic of child abusive of identified 
population; (2) social stressors such as unemployment is 
definitely a factor in child abuse; (3) child neglectful 
behavior is more prevalent in abusive behavior than child 
physical abuse. 
Limitation and Scope of Study 
The participants in this study are limited to 
Washington County in Mississippi. Mississippi is the 
poorest state in the United States and the unemployment 
rate is almost as high as the national rate. This fact 
was depicted in the study in where over 80% of the 
participants were unemployed. This reality limited the 
researcher access to diversity in relation to social 
economic class. According to a study completed in 1984, 
30% of families lived below the poverty level that was 
determined to be $8,460.00 annually for a family of three 
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(Emersion, P., King, E., Barfield, E. et al, 1985). 
The data collected was an analysis of raw data which 
afforded researcher control of bias. However, the raw 
data was collected by social workers during initial 
investigations of child abuse which limited researcher 
control over any bias that may have occurred at that 
time. Likewise, the raw data previously collected 
further limits researcher ability to assess specifically 
kinds of information that could have been useful to the 
study. However, social workers have a policy that guides 
the investigation procedure, therefore researcher can 
resolve that data collected is reliable and valid. 
Suggested Research Direction 
There appears to be an agreement in the literature 
that there is a severe shortage of reliable statistics 
concerning the incidence and extent of child abuse and 
neglect. According to Kamerman, S. and Kahn, A. (1976), 
how the problem is define determines what incidents an 
investigator counts in attempting to discover the 
extensiveness of the problem nationally. 
Additional studies need to be conducted to narrow 
the incidence of child abuse to single African American 
females. The need is identified in the literature that 
notes this population especially in the context of a 
single family household as definite high risk to child 
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abusive behaviors. In addition, there is a greater need 
to develop a profile of this population in an effort to 
break the cycle of abuse. Also, there is a need to 
identify this population timely enough to provide 
intervention and prevention service to reduce 
institutional of African American children. 
There is a tremendous need to conduct research on 
this population in the context of the family from an 
ecological perspective in an effort to sensitize the 
affluent society to create policy and programs that will 
address the needs of this endangered population. 
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CHAPTER VI 
IMPLICATION FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE 
There is a need for social workers to gain 
additional knowledge about single African American 
females who are identified as perpetrators in the 
incidence of child abuse. More research is needed to 
identify the following: a profile of this population, 
their needs, and services to address these needs. 
Examination of this population from an ecological 
perspective is most essential. It is evident by past 
history, previous studies, as well as this study, that 
child abusive behavior is worsening and there is a need 
for more effective intervention and prevention programs. 
Social workers need to advocate in legislation as well as 
private and public agencies for more programs that will 
effectively address this issue. 
Also, the social worker must become more culturally 
sensitive to this population in an effort to preserve 
African American families who have been subjects to 
oppression, racism and discrimination since arrival on 
American shores. 
As it relates to theories, it is important to note 
that most of the theories in this study are based on 
Eurocentric ideology and are not sensitive to ethnic 
minority cultures. There is a need for social workers to 
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study the culture of African American people as well as 
other minorities in order to plan and provide services 
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APPENDIX 001 
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FORM 
AGES EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
1. 16 - 24 1. Employed 
2 . 25 - 35 2. Unemployed 
3. 36 - 46 
4 . 47 and over 
DRUGS AND ALCOHOL USAGE 
1. Those who use  
2. None use 
CHARACTERISTICS OF ABUSIVE BEHAVIORS 
1. Child Physical Abuse: 
(welts, bruises, burns)  
2. Child Neglect: (Homelessness, 
lack of supervision and 
medical care, dirty/ragged 
clothing and abandonment)  
3. Child Neglect: (Dilapidated 
houses, no food and/or no 
functioning utilities.  
APPENDIX Ü02 
IN THE YOUTH COURT OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,.MISSISSIPPI 
IN THE INTEREST OF: CAUSE NO. 
YOUTH COURT FILE NO. 
ORDER_PERMITTING LIMITt-11 DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS 
It appearing that disclosure of certain of the records involvin': 
W e Lfii re/socinl work C n ' e s 
fcbi*kt-otisdxr>!W:1 dxt-sxrscnjàrsdxnnxforxkfrociesisxint»PuwtxsiK ::jnH 
sixixlxixjc x x xx xWtex p«txlxExKxf.«;:ty xorx xx xxxx fclxex ilumytpren iirg< «f x^jjex kswtnx 
8o«.!rt3 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that cc. tain Youth Court records involving 
Certain rases 
the MdjremerHâiaRedxfihkkkmay he disclosed on the following specified 
basis: 
1. The person or persons to whom the records may be disclosed is 
identified as follows: Eunice R. tuster  
2. The extent of the record: which may be disclosed is as follows 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any of said child's records which are 
disclosed under this order anu the'coriUnts thereof shall be kept 
confidential by the person or agency to whom the record is disclosed 
Any further disclosure of any of said records shall be made only 
under an order of this Court as provided by the Mississippi Youth Court 
Act of 1979. 
3. The purpose of the disclosure is as follows: 
Research work 
except as follows: No exeoptions 
ORDERED this  « th day of   uecember 19 9u . 
OR 
SPECIAL REFEREE 
